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Adding Data to an Attribute Table

Attribute tables hold a collection of data specific to locations on the Earth’s surface. Additional data can
be added to an attribute table to make the information more useful in ArcGIS. For this exercise, an
existing shapefile will be modified by adding additional fields to the attribute table in order to extend
the usability of the file.
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by the GPS when the point was captured. Each of the fields can be sorted in an ascending or descending
fashion by right clicking on the heading. Fields can also be deleted by right clicking on the heading and
selecting “Delete Field” from the drop-down menu. Searches can also be performed on the data by
clicking on the option button at the bottom of the attribute table.

Adding Additional Fields

Additional fields can be added to the attribute table by clicking on the option button at the bottom of

the window. From the pull-down menu click “Add Field” and a new window will el ——
appear (see image to the right). Give the new field a name and then select the T T —
type of field. For example, if the field will hold descriptive data select text, if the == N
field will hold numeric data select short or long integer depending on the size of -
the numeric values. For this exercise select text. Next, designate the length of the
field and then click “OK”. A new field is generated and is ready to accept data. ——
Editing Layers in ArcGIS
In order for data to be 2
editable in ArcGIS a new tool ‘ v [l )| s | e@a
must be used to turn on the necessary feature. To do this, click on e =
“View” and then “Toolbars” from the drop-down menu. Select “Editor” || asemteetomemnetozin’ -
from the secondary drop-down menu and a new toolbar appears in the Eéég%%giﬁ:mm i i
ArcGIS window. Dock the toolbar in an area where it is easy to access. G sl [ M e
Next, click on the the “Editor” button and select “Start Editing”. By e et e e e e
clicking on the start editing option, this allows the attribute table data
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now be edited by the user.

For this activity, new data will be added
to the attribute table. Open the
attribute table from the previous section.
Double click in the cell where the new

data will be added. Type in the new data
and hit the enter key to go to the next
cell. Continue this process until all data
has been added. To complete this

drop-down menu.

with other attribute data.
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to be modified. A new window appears asking you to identify the shapefiles to be edited. If you have

mulitple shapefiles in your table of contents you may need to click through the files in the new window
to determine which one to edit. Once you have selected the correct file, click OK. The selected file can
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activity, go back to the editor toolbar, click on the “Editor” button and select “Stop Editing” from the

The newly added data can now be used for performing queries and other analysis, just as you would




